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debate. Douglas was a Democrat, and already a
rising politician in the Illinois legislature, and
in these discussions in Speed's kitchen Lincoln
and he were already opposed to each other.

Springfield was important also because it be-
came the capital of the state of Illinois. When
Lincoln first came to the state and when he was
first a member of the legislature, the capital was
situated at Vandalia, a village of about eight
hundred people, and it was thither that Lincoln
journeyed from New Salem to attend the sittings
of the legislature, riding there and back on
horseback. The decision to make the move to
Springfield was taken in 1837. The representa-
tives of Sangamon County were strongly in sup-
port of the proposal because Springfield was in
their county, and Lincoln appears to have had
a large share in carrying the measure through
the legislature. The move was actually made in
1839, and thereafter Lincoln shared the advan-
tages, in law and politics, which residence in the
capital gave.

Lincoln's residence in Springfield brought
him into 'fashionable society* as it was conceived
in Springfield in those days. And for the first
time he met women of some education and social
sense. He appears to have enjoyed the
experience, although to outsiders he is said to
have looked 'like a rustic on his first visit to the
circus/ At Springfield, in 1839, he met Mary
Todd; and towards the end of 1840 he became
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